
The Jarrow Crusade 1936





Economic Depression


1. North-East England badly affected


2. Ship-building, steel and coal industries in trouble


3. Rising unemployment


4. Falling Living Standards





Jarrow


1. Working class town with 35,000 people


2. Palmer’s Shipbuilding Yard closed down in 1935


3. Massive Impact on the town





Unemployment


1. In 1934 the unemployment rate in Jarrow was 67.8%


2. 6,000 on the dole and 23,000 people dependent on Relief





Welfare Payments


1. High Unemployment means that dole payments are costing the government a lot of money


2. Means test introduced


3. This meant families had to break up as pensions counted


4. Old-age pensioners had to move out of family home


5. The alternative was the Poor Law where men had to work for his keep and take home very little





Hunger Marches


1. Protest against long-term unemployment


2. ‘Hunger Marches’ organised by National Unemployed Workers’ Movement during 1930’s


3. In 1932 over 2,000 people participated in a Hunger March


4. A National March in 1934


5. A further march planned for 1936


6. Jarrow Borough Council attempted to distance the Jarrow Crusade from NUWM because of it connections to the Communist Party.


7 The ‘respectable’ councillors wanted to maintain a ‘cross-party’ appeal





Jarrow Crusade


1. Jarrow was a staunchly Catholic town


2. Suggested that the word ‘Crusade’ had religious influence


3. Marchers convinced that if British public were made aware of the plight of Jarrow something would be done





The March Begins


1. On 5 October 1936


2. Local Labour M.P. Ellen Wilkinson walked some of the way to generate publicity


3. Decided women should not be asked to endure the hardship of the march


4. 200 fit men chosen to walk the 300 miles


5. £1,000 raised to cover the expenses


6. Religious service on the eve of the March





Disciplined March


1. Started 9.30am each morning


2. Marched for 25 days


3. Ten minutes rest after fifty minutes marching


4. Men with mouth organs lead the March


5. Massive support along the route


6. Overnight stops in Town Halls or local hospitals


7. Public Meetings held along the route


8. 90,000 people signed their petition on-route





London


1. Arrived in London after 25 days


2. On 1 November the marchers held a public demonstration at Hyde Park Corner


3. The Marchers decided not to go to the House of Commons


4. Ellen Wilkinson MP presented their petition to the House of Commons


5. Prime Minister Baldwin refused to meet Marchers





Impact


1. No immediate results


2. Long –term impact


3. Used in subsequent elections against Tories


4. Ship-breaking yard established in 1938 and steelworks in 1939


5. Jarrow prospered during WW2
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