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ies; ini a itler drawn
Result Worscning relations between Ttaly and democracies; Mussolini and Hitler

together. ol
Rome-Berlin Axis (1936) Mussolini accepted Hitler’s plans for Austria and Hidle
guaranteed him the Tyrol.

1937 Anti-Comintern Pact linked Japan to Germany and Italy.

1937 Nevil Chamberlain became Prime Minister of Britain. Supporter of appeasement.

Growing opposition led by Church

The Anschluss (1938) i e

Hitler planned take over of Austria, forbidden at Versailles. #; ol

(1) mcmnmm Austrian government to legalise Nazi Party and form a nom_.io: /“.ch—ar m 4

(2) Austrian Chancellor Schussnigg proposed referendum on union with Germany.
Hoped it would be rejected. : )

3) Im%ﬁ thought so too; in March he invaded Austria and took it over.

Munich Crisis 1938 : . o
Now Czechoslovakia was surrounded by German land. The German minority in

Crechoslovakia (Sudeten Germans) stepped up agitation for ::M: s.\wr Mmmﬂm_—“ﬂ. _M.MM”M
2 itai n s
‘near Czech border. Czechs appealed to m:ﬁu_w ussia a ! «
.m“nnﬁ_m_m_w:w“ﬂg willing to help but Chamberlain thought Hitler would be satisfied if he
got Sudetenland. -
Y in visi i d to allow him to annex any pari
tember Chamberlain visited Hitler. Agree to I i
wwmnﬂn“m_cﬁﬁ: with German majority. Without Britain, France w.n._n_ %hn_nr_om_%ﬂ_cm M_M”_M_
¢ cta Y lan. Then Hitler demanded whole Sudetenland,
not fight. Agreed reluctandy to accept pl ler a e
ilisati i ssolini mediated. Conference calle
Jenera bilisation ordered. Hitler hesitated. Mussol d ;
w\—n_“”_ﬂ*_. -M,Nou _mav_.“_nivmc. Munich Agreement forced Czechs to give whole Sudetenland
to Germany and Hitler said he had no furher territorial claims.

1939 The Coming of War A

March  Despite Munich promise, Hitler took over rest of FNwrroLa.Zur_? ’

began to threaten Poland, accusing it of persecuting ,Om::u:m in Danzig, : b

nce and Britain made a defensive alliance with dcr:.@ Negotiations S_Mr i

d as Poland would not agree to admit Russian troops. Alliances also made wi

2d Rumania. Britain introduced conscription. . 4

23 August Russia and Germany suddenly signed ten year non-aggression pact. 4vnr_.“nﬁ

\ swed for: (1) Partition of Poland berween them, (2) Russian occupation
States, (3) Russia to supply oil to Germany. o : .

_~m _\N:G:M- Hitler tried to persuade France and Britain to let him occupy Poland,

Proposal rejected.

1 September  German army invaded Poland. .

3 September  France and Britain declared war on Germany.
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The Opening Stages: 1939
(@) Poland  War opened with German attack on Poland (1 September).
Blirzhrieg tactics (intensive bombing of Polish defences combined with ma
invasion) ensured defeat of Poland by end of September. 17 September I
entered and occupied eastern Poland as agreed in secret protocol of N
(23 August). This forced surrender of Polish army. 6 October H
and France peace in return for recognition of Polish occupation. Rej

(b) The ‘Phoney War’ Almost no military activity on Western Front, September
1939-May 1940 due to (i) defensive policy of British and French governments
(if) both armies felt they were not sufficiendly prepared to take on Germ
might; (iii) Hitler planned westward attack in November but del ayed, tc
to recover from Polish campaign.

an military
low army

(c) Finnish Campaign 1939 Russia occupied Baltic States and demanded territory
near Leningrad from Finland. Finns resisted and Russia invaded in December. Finns
appealed to League which expelled Russia but was unable  help.

desperatc and partially effective resistance.

nns put up a

1940-41

(a) April  Hitler seized Denmark and Norway. St up puppet governments under
local Fascists (Quisling in Norway). He needed these countries (i) to extend range of

aircraft and U-boats into Adlantic and (ii) to gain access to rich Swedish iron ore
deposits.

(b) Fall of Chamberlain British and French troops sent to Norway to resist
Germans but had to be withdrawn. This fiasco led British Conservative Party to reject

Chamberlain as Prime Minister (7 May). Winston Churchill became Prime Minister
and formed all-party coalition.

(9) Fall of France 10 May Germany invaded Holland, Belgium and France. 134
German divisions, well supplied with tanks and aircraft, smashed through § Dutch, 22
Belgian, 10 British and 94 French divisions. About 300,000 defeated soldiers were
trapped against Channel coast and evacuated from Dunkirk (26 May-4 Junc). French
army retreated south and west and on 10 June Italy entered war. Churchill offered
union between France and Britain to keep France in war bur offer rejected. 22 June
France surrendered. Northern and Western France occupied by Germany. Puppet
regime under Marshal Pétain sct up at Vichy. Vichy regime retained French colone.
Britsh navy sanl French ships in Oran (North Afrca) co stop them flling into Germar,

hands. Charles de Gaulle escaped to London to organise a ‘Free French’ government.
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(d) Batde of Britain Hitler offered peace to Britain but Churchill demanded
restoration of independence to conquered states. Hitler then began invasion plans
(Operation Sea Lion): an invading atmy was to be shipped across the Channel after
the Luftwaffe gained air superiority. July-September. Lufiwaffe artacked military and
civilian targets in Britain but failed to achieve objective because (i) development of
radar enabled British command to make best use of pilots and planes; (i) superiority
of British planes and (jii) German miscalculation in redirecting bombing raids from
radar stations, airficlds and factories, where they damaged war effort, to cities, in vain
attempt o break civilian morale. Germany lost ¢.1,000 planes, Britain lost c. 650.
17 September Hitler postponed Operation Sea Lion indefinitely.

(c) South-Eastern Europe

1940  ltaly attacked Greece but was defeated.

1941 Germany joined in attack on Greece and Yugoslavia. Britain sent troops to
help them but they were quickly defeated. Germany also occupied Hungary and
Bulgaria. Yugoslav resistance movements developed under Mihailovic (a Serb) and
“Tito (a Croat) who fought each other as well as the Germans.

(f) The Far East Since 1938 occasional clashes occurred between Russia and Japan
in Mongolia. In 1941, knowing attack by Germany was imminent, Russia signed
treaty of neutrality with Japan (Russia only declared war on Japan in 1945).

The Eastern Front 1941-44
In summer of 1940 Hitler began plans for Operation Barbarossa (the attack on

Russia). He wanted: (i) mineral and food resources of Russia, (i) Lebensraum or space
to colonise with the German race, (jii) to destroy Communism and (iv) to deprive
Britain of a potential ally.

(a) 22 June 1941 Three-pronged attack on Russia: (i) towards Leningrad in the
North, (ii) towards Moscow in centre, (iii) towards Ukraine and the Caucasus in
South. Took place later than planned because of actack on Greece and Yugoslavia.

(b) Russians, taken by surprise, were forced to retreat on all three fronts with a loss of
over two million troops. The German advance was held by three sieges: (i) Leningrad
held out against German attack from September 1941 to February 1943. Soviet
government got in some supplies across Lake Ladoga but hundreds of thousands
starved. (i) Moscow was defended through winter of 1941-42 by Soviet troops better
equipped for bitter Russian weather than Germans. (iii) In south, German army
advanced unhindered into Russia until 15 September 1942, when the Russians turned
{0 fight at Stalingrad. In November Russians counter-attacked and surrounded
German Sixth Army. Hider refused to reinforce his troops or allow them to retreat and
in January 1943 over 300,000 German soldiers and cheir equipment surrendered.

(¢) Stalingrad was the turning point. Russian army counter-atcacked and had pushed

Germans back out of Russia by 1944. ;
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(d) Russian i i
i ictory (ﬁrﬁ.n_:m to (i) huge distances and the long lines of
: A.E.“r.w_:o_: involved which made it difficult for Germans to supply thei
i) divi shi i i ;
ﬁa:.:n .nmn__nnvr% of German armies with Hitler frequently interferin
serman invol i i
LGt vement on many other fronts which made it difficult to reinforce
o armies; mA_i patriotic determination of Russians in defence of their home
V) succ ians i ing vital factori
2 cess of Russians in moving vital factories behind the Urals so that it
supplies intained; (vi i it i ]
ﬂvv. es iﬁ.n.q:m.:n__bmh& (vi) American and British supplies which were
ussia by Arctic routes despite U-boat attacks.

arm

4 The War in the Mediterranean 1940-45
(a) Western part of North Africa was occupied by Spain, Vichy |
thus threatened British control of Egypt and of Suez canal 1
middle east. g 4

(b) September 1940
British.
1941 German army under Rommel sen i

t from Sicily to help Italians ibya
WWAN Rommel drove British Eighth Army out c:\vmv a ;:M _ s e
e ya and as

vital for access to

Tralians from Libya invaded Egypt but were ¢

1 back by

| Alamein in

_Apr.v LGﬁ-wo:_ﬂ_unn 1942 .L?:mm.?u: First Army under Fisenhower and Free French

?_ nn_ _Mz ?R_anc. British Eighth Army under Montgomery, now better equipped.

rced Rommel to retreat from El Alamein. Germans, lacki i i
el ’ s, lacking s : e

May 1943. British and Americans joined forces . G

M_ANN_WMMM% m?»w zanﬂ“:w“ of Roosevelt and Churchill ar Casablanca. Decided,
ins protest, to delay invasion of France, (‘Second Front) and .
4 35 protest ance, (‘Second Front') and attack Ital.
Q_.Mtzw aj.:k:_m;w\w_navﬁ _.:‘ﬂ&ri 10 July and mainland Iwaly 3 September. HSFM\
ents of Mussolini forced his resignation and he sur ik

n s res 2 surrendered to Allies.
8 Mm—.no_ﬁr.n- ﬂm:du:m increased their forces in Italy, rescued Mussolini 27”” E_omﬂm
puppet Tralian Republic. Iralian partisans resisted German oceupation and assistcd

Allies who cntered Rome May 1944. April 1945 Mussolini was caught and killed by

partisans.

5 The US and the War

(@) Throughot E i i ini
o m ut the 1930s American public opinion favoured isolation from
e v_ an Hn.o:M.Ea:_n_._a. After outbreak of war, Roosevelt’s administration followed a
utra cy ini ally c: i
policy but opinion gradually came to favour involvement against fascism,

M_ﬂmew&ﬁ (i) US increased army and navy strength. Selective Service Act (June
o ) brought W: conscription. (ii) November 1939: Neutrality Act revised, to allow
clligerents to buy war materials provided they paid c: i )
. : e y paid cash and carried the goods i
theit own hip. Favoured Briin and France who had conteol ofsa. (i) Feiil s
ct (March 1941) allowed President to lend or lease war materials to any

state ‘whose
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defence is deemed necessary for the defence of US’ (ie Britain). (iv) Both US and
Britain imposed a trade embargo on Japan after she overran French Indo-China in
1941 They also supported China. in ber war with Japan. Japancse decided on a
surprise attack on US Pacific flect in Pearl Harbour (7 December 1941). "This gave
Japan naval supremacy in Pacific. (v) As a result of his treaty with Japan, Hider
declared war on US (11 December). (vi) As a result, a flood of American troops and
equipment crossed the Alantic to Britain and North Africa. Attempts by German
U-Boats to prevent them and starve Britain (the Battle of the Atlantic) werc defeated
by (1) the convoy system, (2) radar and long range aircrafi, (3) the wse of the Azores
(with the agreement of neutral Portugal) as a base, from 1943.

6 Allied Diplomacy Roosevelr, Churchill and Stalin met on several occasions during
the war to co-ordinate policy. In addition, Roosevelr and Churchill were in frequent
contact by letter and phone. This bred suspicion in the Russians and was one of the
causes of misunderstanding among the Allies.

(a) Atlantic Charter (August 1941) Roosevelt and Churchill issued a stacement of
principles, later accepted by Russia. Main points: (i) a renunciation of territorial gains,
(i) the right of all peoples to choose their own form of government, (i) all nations to

have free and equal access to raw matetials.

(b) December 1941  Roosevelt and Churchill agreed to concentrate on defeating
Germany first.

(c) Casablanca Conference (January 1943) Roosevelt and Churchill agreed to work
for ‘total victory’ over Germany, Traly and Japan and to aim for their ‘unconditional
sutrender’. This may have prolonged the war.

(d) Teheran Conference (November 1943) Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin agreed
to (i) coordinate action against Germany from the east, and by an Allied landing in
France in mid-1944, (ii) re-establish an independent Austria, (iii) maintain the
independence of Tran, (iv) create a new peace-keeping international organisation.

7 The Second Front From 1941 Russia bore the main brunt of the German attack,
Stalin repeatedly urged his allies to case the pressurc on Russia by opening a ‘second
fiont, ic by attacking France. Churchill refused, arguing that the Bricish and
American forces were not strong enough. This led Stalin to believe that the US and
Britain wished Russia and Germany to destroy each other.

(a) A
influence strength of German attack on Russia.
(b) 6 June 1944 (D Day): large allied forces under Eisenhower landed in Normandy,

23 August: Paris liberated.

I bombing of German cities by Anglo-American planes in 1943 did litdle 0
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c) Som s beca i

MLV : e German officers became convinced that Hidler's policies woull
ermany, and on 20 July 1944, attempted to assassi

among others arrested. He was forced to take poison

ew
Wan

ate him bt fuiled

(d) Allied armies moved towards Belgi
elgium and Netherlands b e
Arnhem (October 1944). Counter-attack b i i
& -2 Ve s
B ek, ack by Von Runstadt

stopped
e Battle of the

(c) Russian armies from east and alli i
mics. 2 cd armies from west invaded ¢ y
1945). 30 April Hider committed suicide. 8 May All German armics gk

dered

<s._.1n Conference (February 1945). Three leaders met and
(@) Germany and Austia to be divided into four zones cach occupled by one
order t0 () climinate Nazism, (i) ensare full demobilisaion of Cerni

(i govern Germany il a freely elected government, acceptable to Alles, wis chosen.

n

(b) Germany to pay for war damages.

) Poland’s eas i i
(c) Poland’s castern provinces to go o Russia, and Poland to get German el

compensation. e

(d) Secret clause allowed Russia to join war against Japan and recover

e lost cast

Potsdam Conference (July *45) Roosevelt died in April. Traman was now president

During conference Churchi mys ot
—~ reniias hurchill was replaced by Adee following British genc

clection.

() Each Power could take i i i
0 industrial equipment from its zone in G
reparation. Only Russia did so. B i

(b) German population in P 8 i
b population in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary to be transfe

(¢) Germany to be treated as single cconomic unit.

(d) There was £ t
ﬁrvn 4 Mc agreement as to the future government or boundaries of Poland, but
she was allowed to occupy German territory to the Oder-Neisse line. ’

The end of the war with Japan
Japan sought mediation but Americans it
c wanted unconditional surrender. 6 As U
”“M“wvnm_uﬁoa voh_._jv on Hiroshima, killing 78,000 people. 8 August z:m&”m.n.w.. ‘nnm_
var on Japan and invaded Manchuria. 9 August second 4 i
Killing 35,000, 14 August Japan surrendered, R e

N:.E:;&.& m_a bomb a) to end the war quickly; (b) o limit gains Russia might
ve made in East if war continued and (c) to strengthen US bargaining position with

Russia. His failure to inform Stalin of hi :
contibuied 1o Cold Wag, Swlin of his plans deepencd Russian misurust and




